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c. President Johnson reseated the Elsenhower criticism 

c£ the wheat deal although he said that he had no responsibility 
fox that transaction as it was an. accomplished fact prior to his 
ta kin g office . Be defended the TwcteiT material cut-back 
stating, as he had before, that there was no deal and that he had 
no idea that Khrushchev was going to announce a cut-back until 
he was actually seated at the table at a luncheon in New York 
and a note was hand ed to him that the announcement 

had been m ade. He said there was no prohibition no reason 
why the United States could not resume production at any level 
at any time if security requirements demanded. He therefore 
felt that Eisenhower was wrong in his criticism. 1 recounted the 
Eisenhower statement of the voluntary test moratorium in which 
he agreed with F oster Dulles to suspend for 60 days, only to find 
himself in s stxaightjacket from which he could never extract 
h im self, and the United States wae never able to resume 
testing until' the Soviets had themselves broken the moratorium. 
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d. 1 then said that Z was concerned that the President was 
not getting sufficient and adequate Intelligence briefings; that I 
was not seeing very much of him, and this disturbed me. 

He said he was available any time Out I wanted to see him. All 

| j 1 bad to do was call up. Z said thU had not been the ease 

! on several "attempts". He mentioned that he had been very busy 

j the last two weeks but he did not this would be a recurring 

i situation, therefore he invited me to bring to ^ g attention any 

j matters of special and particular interest; however he did not 

wished to be briefed just for the purpoee of being briefed. He 
said that the Checklist summary was perfectly adequate, that he 
• went over it carefully, and that it gave him a satisfactory feeling 

j of the world situation. 

i 

i 

! e * 1 then pointed out the plan to append the list of CIA 

j publications to the Checklist once a week. The President said 

this would be of inters st to them, though his Mw| did not permit 
. ; extensive reading. 

. j 

! NOTE: I have suggested to Mr. Cline that he 

personally supervise the particular 
publications which will be listed in the 
President's Checklist each week. 

i 2. At the NSC meeting the President opened by stating he had just been 

given a thorough briefing by the Director of Central Intelligence and turned 
to me and asked if there were any matters of an intelligence nature which should 
; be brought to the attention of the NSC. It is to be noted that my discussion with 


President Johnson did not involve an intelligence briefin: but merely a review of 
mv discussion with General Eisenhower 




3. I stated that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss Laos, that 
I had no other current intelligence of interest to report which had not been 
covered in the daily bulletins of the last several days. (Cline and Colby will 
develop a memorandum on the NSC discussion, a copy for my files. ) 

4. I mentioned to President Johnson that I had discussed with Eisenhower 
the possibility of a Cuban shooting down a U-2. That Eisenhower fdast responded 
by indicating that he thought, under such circumstances, the offending SAM sites 
should be "taken out. " However, after considering the problem and reviewing 

a map, he expressed the opinion that perhaps it would be best to take out all 
the SAM sites, although EUenhower did not go so far as to firmly recommend 
this action. President Johnson then asked my opinion. I stated I most certainly 
would take out several SAM sites In the vicinity and possibly all of them. 
President Johnson retorted he agreed and in fact, he favored taking them all 
out. Indicating that the public opinion. UN discussion, etc. would be just as 
valid on one as on all and therefore we might as well dispose of the problem 
in its totality. 

— ^ then told President Johnson it was unnecessary to have a U-2 

shot down, that we would operate the ECM equipment, but thie had been 
steadfastly opposed fay the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The President asked that I 
discuss this matter with McNamara and General Taylor. 

NOTr,: Subsequently I reviewed this question with McNamara 
and Taylor and McNamara was of the opinion that JCS was incorrect 
for technical reasons and the use of the ECM on the U-2 would not 
compromise the plan to use the ECM on the B-52. 

McNhmara stated that the subject was very technical and therefore 
it was agreed to convene a technical group from Defense (headed by Fubini) 
and CIA (headed by Wheelon) who could examine all facets of the oroblem and 
hence McNamara and l would be in a position to make a firm recommendation 
to the President and the Executive Committee at a meeting scheduled for 
12:00 noon on Saturday, May 2nd. 

5. With regard to North Vietnam, President Johnson asked if President 
Elsenhower supported Nixon's recommendation to go into North Vietnam. I 
said that Eisenhower did not favor this. He favored the maximum effort In 
South Vietnam and of course would be In favor of covert and semi-covert 
harassment against North Vietnam, but was opposed to the Nixon-Coldwater 
line in this regard. 


(tape and dictation) 
JAM 
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